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law-enforcement officer. In my 28 years
in law enforcement I have been proud
to wear the badges of many titles from
Correction Officer to Chief of Detectives. In each of these positions I always remembered the importance of
teamwork and professional courtesy.
Let us be mindful also of the contributions and sacrifices made by those in
this profession before us. Let's take
time to recognize retired officers that
still have a great contribution to add to
our profession.
Our society has added two new
events this coming fall for members. I
invite members and their families to
participate together in a police family
mass and communion breakfast on
Sunday, October 5th. The Society will
also hold a Petrosino movie and pizza
night for members on November 13th to
watch the movie "Pay or Die". Seating
for the movie night is limited. Complimentary tickets can be obtained from
the event chairmen . Both of these
event a are free of charge and are a
good way to meet fellow members and
families while sharing our pride in law
enforcement as well as our heritage.
I am proud to lead the largest fraternal organization of police officers in
New Jersey. The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey has become
a role model for other ethnic law enforcement organizations. Myself along
with the men and women of our executive board are honored to work with the
various fraternal police organizations in
our state and the PBA, FOP and POBA
to lead our profession in the coming
years.

As you read this magazine Labor
Day has passed and the Columbus Day
holiday is upon us. Although Columbus
Day commemorates the discovery of
America by Christopher Columbus the
holiday is now a celebration of the accomplishments of Italian Americans in
our nation as well as Italian culture in
our state. Although these parades and
events are fun to attend as brothers
and sisters in law enforcement, there is
a significance to our cultural history as
Italian-Americans that we should take
time to remember. I urge all members
along with their families and colleagues
to come and participate in one of the
Columbus Day Parades in New Jersey
as well as the New York City Columbus
Day Parade on Fifth Avenue.
Lately it has become to common for
law enforcement to have become the
target of attacks by the media and government officials. This has a debilitating
effect upon the morale of us all. This
makes it more important than ever for
law enforcement officers to work closely
together. Over the past years there has
been a change in the brotherhood and
sisterhood in our profession. We need
to return to the basics and remember
that the people in the communities that Fraternally yours
we serve depend on us for law, order
and protection. We must be proud,
William Schievella, President
more than ever, to wear the shield of a
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From the Editor
Patrick Minutillo
the state cannot afford the retirement security police officers and firefighters were
promised.
In 2011, Christie signed pension reform, forcing public employees to pay
more for their pensions, compelling them
to work longer and cutting their cost-ofliving increases. As part of this bipartisan
deal he signed with state lawmakers,
Christie agreed to make regularly scheduled payments for seven years until the
pension system regains balance.
Now, however, Christie is traveling
around the state as part of his “No pain,
no gain” campaign claiming, “We have
made promises we cannot keep.”
A sacred trust? The only thing sacred
Here is a well written letter
to Christie seems to be his political future.
By Bill Romaka and Ed Brannigan But if breaking the promises made to first
responders and to voters is not enough to
I couldn’t say it better so I am
get our attention, Christie’s fiscal mismanposting as is:
agement should cause alarm not just in
New Jersey, but across the nation he
If a man is only as good as his word,
claims to have the character to lead.
and New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie
Under his watch, New Jersey’s bond
breaks his word to first responders, what
rating has fallen five times. That’s Wall
does that say about the character of a
Street rendering its verdict on Christie’s
man who is trying to position himself as
brand of leadership.
the next U.S. president?
Christie’s budget projections have
It says Gov. Christie does not care
been
erroneous. And rather than foster a
much about the brave men and women
business
climate beneficial to all of New
who risk their lives to keep New Jersey
Jersey,
Christie
has lavished subsidies
safe. It says he is not to be trusted.
(more than $4 billion since 2010) on the
Back in 2009, when Christie was runfalse promise of more jobs.
ning for office, he promised New Jersey
The only thing those subsidies have
police and firefighters: “The claim that any
harm would come to your pension when accomplished is lining the campaign cofI’m elected governor is absolutely untrue. fers of the Republican Governors Association, which Christie chairs, with checks
It is a 100 percent lie. Your pension will
written by those who benefit from the subbe protected when I am elected goversidies. Meanwhile, New Jersey’s unemnor.” He further stated: “It is a sacred
trust. Nothing will change for the pensions ployment rate remains among the worst in
of current officers, future officers or retir- the nation.
Rather than own up to his dismal fiscal
ees in a Christie administration.”
stewardship, Christie is once again on the
But once in the governor’s office,
campaign trail blaming New Jersey’s hard
Christie launched a cynical campaign
attacking public employees and claiming -working police officers, firefighters and
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teachers for economic problems he
should have fixed already.
Rather than honoring his promise to
pay what is owed to bring the retirement
system into balance, Christie once again
is scapegoating public employees and
raiding their paychecks.
Police officers and firefighters are not
lazy and undeserving, as Christie seems
to want us all to believe. They put their
lives on the line every day to protect the
citizens of this great state. They are our
neighbors and hard-working taxpayers.
They spend their money right here in New
Jersey and help keep the economy
strong.
Police officers and firefighters don’t get
lavish economic development subsidies
or corporate tax breaks. They are not
sports team ownership groups that receive sweetheart taxpayer-funded deals
for stadiums and other facilities (the Philadelphia 76ers recently received an $82
million subsidy for the construction of a
practice facility in Camden from the New
Jersey Economic Development Authority).
The people of New Jersey – and the
American people, for that matter – have
seen enough of Chris Christie’s brand of
leadership. There’s no need to continue
the nonstop campaign tour. Christie has
broken his word to New Jersey’s first responders. He is shortchanging the state’s
public retirement system while throwing
billions of dollars at those he expects to
help him politically. And he has failed to
improve New Jersey’s economy.
New Jersey deserves better. And the
nation deserves better than what Chris
Christie has to offer.
Ed Brannigan is national vice
president of the Fraternal Order of
Police. Bill Romaka is 1st District vice
president of the International
Association of Fire Fighters.
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The Italian American Police Society of
New Jersey
Cordially Invites You to Our
ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY
December 6, 2014 6:30pm
Fiesta Banquets
255 Route 17 South, Wood-Ridge
$80 per Person Includes 5 Hour Open
Premium Bar, Cocktail Hour, Buffet
Dinner with pasta and carving stations.
For Tickets Contact
Daniel Sollitti Al Imperiale
dsollitti@aol.com aai008@aol.com
201-394-8396 973-715-0523
Tickets may be purchased online at
www.iapsnj.org
Please RSVP No Later Than 12/1
NO PAYING AT THE DOOR
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Newark Archdiocese Blue
Mass for Law Enforcement
Honoring: Officer Melvin Santiago
Jersey City Police Department
Officer Christopher Goodell
Waldwick Police Department
Remembering:
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich for his 55 Years of Service in Law
Enforcement
Most Reverend John J. Myers
Archbishop of Newark,
Celebrant & Homilist
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart
Newark, New Jersey
Thursday, November 6, 2014
10:00 a.m.
Please Note:
All participants should be seated by 9:45 a.m.
Luncheon
to follow in the
Rink in Branch Brook Park
$20 per Ticket
For ticket information, please contact
Vincent Nardone or William Schievella
1-800-427-7651
Tickets to the luncheon will be available
at the door of the Rink at Branch Brook Park
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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The Italian American
Police Society of New
Jersey participated in
the LaFesta Italiana at
Holy Rosary Church in
Jersey City on August
16. This old fashioned
Italian Parish feast is an
outstanding event.
Police officers from the
Society distributed
safety literature,
giveaways and junior
police badges to the
children at the feast. It
was a great night filled
with homemade Italian
food and music. Thanks
to Feast
Chaiman Nicholas J
Grillo and his committee
and to Father Jerzy
Zaslona from Holy Rosary Church for their
hospitality.
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IAPSNJ RECEIVES 501c3 DESIGNATION
We am pleased to inform you that the IAPSNJ that's been
designated as a charitable organization with 501c3
designation by the Internal Revenue Service. We would to
thank our Financial Vice President Joseph Simonetti for
working hard for a long time to make this happen. This
designation allows donations such as the purchase of
tickets to our events to be tax deductible.

The Big Brothers and Big Sisters
Christmas Party has been scheduled
for Saturday, December 20th from noon
to 3pm at the American Legion Post
155, 13-23 Legion Place in
Whippany.
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First NYPD anti-Mafia Cop Joseph Petrosino's Murder Solved after
Assassin's Great-Nephew Brags
By Umberto Bacchi

Joseph Petrosino

1 The mystery surrounding the murder of a pioneering US anti-mafia
detective might finally have been solved, more than 100 years after he
was shot dead in Sicily.
Italian police said that an alleged mobster has accidentally revealed
the identity of the long-sought killer of New York detective Joseph Petrosino.
In a taped conversation underscoring the long-running, tight family
ties that characterize Mafia clans, Domenico Palazzotto claimed it was
his great-uncle who gunned down the NYPD Lieutenant in Palermo in
1909.
"My father's uncle, whose name was Paolo Palazzotto, was responsible for the first policeman killed in Palermo," Palazzotto was heard saying as he bragged about his family's criminal history with fellow mobsters.
"He killed Joe Petrosino, on behalf of Cascio Ferro".
Palazzotto was among 95 suspected Mafiosi held by Italian police in
a massive operation codenamed Apocalypse. The tape transcript was

included in the arrest warrant.
Petrosino was the first NYPD officer ever to be killed on foreign soil whilst on duty. He was shot four
times by unknown attackers upon leaving a restaurant in central Palermo,
where he was supposed to meet an informant.
The police lieutenant was in the Sicilian capital on a special mission to
investigate criminal ties between Cosa Nostra and its increasingly powerful American counterpart, the Black Hand.
In particular, Petrosino was to collect evidence against Black Hand's
alleged boss Vito Cascio Ferro, who had
gone into hiding in his native Sicily after
being acquitted from murder charges in the
US a few years earlier.
Celebrity Detective
Petrosino was a celebrity detective at
the time of his dispatch to Sicily.
A tireless worker famous for his tough
investigating methods, the Italian native
had been extremely successful in fighting
Vito Cascio Ferro gangs of fellow Italian migrants responsible
for a wave of violent crimes that hit New
York at the beginning of the 20th century.
His knowledge of the Italian community and language had proved vital to
police, since some 500,000 Italians lived in NYC at the time, more than in
any other city in the world but Naples.
In 1908 then Police Commission Theodore Roosevelt had appointed him
as the head of an all-Italian elite detective squad tasked with investigating the migrant underworld.
The squad's main target were indeed Vito Cascio Ferro and his Black Hand group, which, according to
police, ran a series of trafficking rings and was responsible for many murders.
Its members had also been accused of blackmailing the world famous Italian tenor Enrico Caruso, demanding money in exchange of his life.
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Interested in viewing this Magazine in full color on line?
Would you like to re-visit a previous issue?
Simply go to our web site at:

www.iapsnj.org
and you will find our Magazine link in the upper right hand corner. Just click
on the link and choose the issue of your choice.
Paolo Palazzotto was among the members of the
Black Hand who were arrested by the Italian squad
and deported back to Italy.
In February 1909 Petrosino decided to travel to Sicily to collect evidence against Cascio Ferro, despite
being advised against it over fears for his safety.
Although his mission was supposed to be secret,
details had been published in the American press a
few days prior to his departure.
Two days after his murder the New York Times
wrote that the American ambassador warned Petrosino about the risks of his trip, but the detective
"smiled, as a man feeling sure of himself who did not
mind the danger."
More than 200,000 people showed up to pay tribute
to the policeman at his funerals in New York.
Cascio Ferro was eventually accused of having ordered the murder but was acquitted due to lack of evidence. He was arrested on separate murder charges
in May 1925, and died in a Palermo jail 20 years later.

Join the Italian American Police Society of New Jersey for a
Screening of the 1960 Movie Pay or Die staring Ernest Borgnine. This movie
details the life and death of hero NYPD Lieutenant Joseph Petrosino who lost
his life fighting the Mafia in Sicily.
Thursday, November 13, 2014
6:30 pm
Villa Rose Wine School
32 Edgewood Road, Madison, NJ
(Located behind Madison YMCA)
Members are invited Free of Charge. Pizza will be served. BYOB
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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The Italian American Police Society of New Jersey on Friday, June 27 held its
Annual Night at the Races at the Backyard Entertainment Complex at the
Meadowlands Racetrack in East Rutherford. More than 250 members, family
and friends joined us to make the evening a success. The weather was
perfect and the physical layout of the new venue was good. Next year
improvements to the food will be made. Chairmen Joe Simonetti and Ron
Sepe did a great job making the event a success.
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Message to our Membership ~ by: Sebbie D’Amato
Dear Member,
As our organization continues to grow, we find ourselves in the need of assistance by members with various skills and contacts. Many times we are asked by members, "How can I get involved more" Our answer
usually lends to existing events and committees. If we are to grow as an organization, we need to expand our
thinking. We would like to tap the vast talents and network of contacts of our membership, These contributions could be intellectual, technical or physical.
Each event we hold is unique, in that each has different needs. Whether it be food or beverage donations,
talent or entertainers, or other personal talents discussed below.
Information is the key to any organization and we try to provide it on our web site as best we can, but like any
good web site, it is a "full time job".
We would like to find some members who are versed in web management to assist our webmaster with
gathering and posting pertinent information for our members.
Our Magazine Editor is doing a fantastic job with the Quarterly Magazine. Gathering content for a magazine
usually requires a staff of contributors. If you are interested in contributing or gathering information or writing for the magazine, we want you.
We have some ideas for our events, but these ideas cost money. We would like to have some of these ideas sponsored by businesses, who in turn would be promoting themselves. We are looking for members who
are versed in “sales”, because they would , in fact, be selling a specific idea or event that the sponsor can
finance. One of these ideas, for example, might be a video biography of each year’s Gala Honorees. A video
could be underwritten by a sponsor who would be displayed in the credits. This video would be played at the
Gala to introduce our honorees and then would be posted on our web site to further benefit the sponsor(s)
and promote our Gala. This is something that could continue year to year provided the sponsors would continue their participation. Any documentary film or video has multiple sponsors deferring the costs. Therefore
selling the idea to multiple sponsors would be essential.
Many police officers have other professions, such as music entertainment, carpentry, electrical, or possibly even videography. The videographer may want to take on a project such as the video mentioned above.
The member involved in music entertainment may want to promote his business by “playing” at our Pasta
Night, Annual Picnic, Gala or other events.

LOGO APPAREL ITEMS CAN SIMPLY BE ORDERED BY VISITING THE HOME PAGE OF
OUR WEB SITE AND CLICKING ON THE LINK LOCATED ON THE RIGHT SIDEBAR.

Proudly Wear Your
Organization’s Apparel!
ORDER @
www.iapsnjwear.com
CALL 732-277-7123
SALES@SMVINC.COM
RI
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MEMBER NEWS
If you wish to continue receiving
these magazines and your dues are
not up to date please renew your
membership in a timely manner.
We’d hate to lose you as part of
our IAPSNJ family.

CORRECTION
IN

O U R L AS T I S S U E O N PAG E 2 8 W E
ANNOUNCED THE PROMOTION OF

M AT T H E W F U E L A
OF THE WEST OR ANGE POICE DEPT.
AS BEING PROMOTED TO THE RANK
O F C AP TAI N .

IN

A C U T U A L I T Y M AT T W A S
PROM OTED FROM THE RANK OF
C APTI AN TO THE R ANK OF

DEPUTY CHIEF
VERY

OF

POLICE

S O R R Y A B O U T T H AT

M AT T .

GO TO WWW.IAPSNJ.ORG
FOR ON-LINE APPLICATION
AND INFORMATION

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR DUES
All members are urged to take a moment, if they haven't already, and send in their 2014 Membership Dues of $25 to
keep their membership active. Membership dues help fund many important programs such as our scholarship and
"good and welfare" funds, Columbus Day celebration, and holiday charity toy drive. Our Dues Payment via PayPal
has taken off and at least 20% of our membership have now renewed on-line, as well as New Members joining and
paying their dues fully on-line.
This year we will be pushing our dues renewal campaign via email, to the on-line system. Please take advantage of
it. It is simple & secure. You will start seeing the 2014 dues reminders starting in November. Take advantage. No
PayPal account, No Worries. The system will accept credit cards securely as well. If you must pay via check, please
make checks payable to The Italian American Police Society of NJ and include your membership number if possible.
Mail to: I.A.P.S. of N.J., 729 Indian Road, Wayne NJ,
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CONGRATULATIONS
PROSECUTOR
FREDRIC M. KNAPP
On July 3rd Morris
County Acting
Prosecutor Knapp was
officially sworn in as the
Prosecutor of the County.
The IAPSNJ would like to
wish Prosecutor Knapp
continued great success
with his ongoing leadership.of a great organization.
Special Olympics Volunteer
Detective
Vito Vacirca III
Detective Vacirca started with
SONJ in 1998 as a day medical volunteer. He then joined their medical
staff full time, volunteering his time
between 2000 to 2002. Since then
he been taking on more and more
responsibilities. Approx. 4 years
ago he has left the medical volunteer staff to work directly with the
SONJ staff voluntarily performing logistics and emergency management for
the USA games. Vito became the Logistics guy for TEAM NJ and was recognized for his work by being assigned to the team specifically!
The IAPSNJ is very proud to claim members such as Detective Vacirca and
would like to commend him for all his hard work and efforts with one of our
organization’s primary causes, Special Olympics New Jersey.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

IAPSNJ Quarterly Magazine July 2014

Fall Edition
Page 15

On June 28 members of the Italian American Police Society of New Jersey's Executive
Board attended the National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives Northern
NJ Chapter's Annual Scholarship Awards Brunch at the Pines Manor in Edison. The
IAPSNJ enjoys working with NOBLE and the other fraternal police groups from New Jersey
in developing the field of law enforcement. Pictured with the members of the IAPSNJ are
NOBLE President Don Wactor and Vice President Sean Saint Paul as well as Chief Paul
Cell President of the NJ State Association of Chiefs of Police.
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IAPSNJ Annual BBQ Picnic and Pool Party

On Saturday, July 19th The Italian American Police
Society of New Jersey held its Annual BBQ Picnic
and Pool Party at the Manor Park Swim Club in
Westfield. A large crowd of members, families and
friends turned out making the event a huge success.
Thanks to Chairman Vincent Nardone and his
committee for working hard for two days to make the
event top notch. The attendees enjoyed sausage &
pepper sandwiches, hot dogs, chicken, hamburgers,
clams, skirt steak and much more. Rose Minoughan
and her team kept the kids busy with fun and games
while the adults enjoyed music and a great day. The
Society recognized our friends from the Italian
fraternal groups within the NYPD, Port Authority PD,
National Council and our police surgeons Drs. Brian
Mignola and Ray Catania. Thanks to the
Mountainside Fire Department for the use of their
facilities and members
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LAZZARA PROMOTED
The IAPSNJ is proud to
announce that First Vice
President

John Lazzara
was promoted to the rank of
Captain with the Passaic
County Sheriff's Department on
Friday, August 1, 2014 by
Passaic County Sheriff Richard
Berdnik.
Congratulations John!
Wishing you continued great
success!

The Caldwell town council meeting on
August 5 was an emotional one as the
mayor and town council paid tribute to
several individuals, including IAPSNJ
member,

Officer Matthew DeAngelo
for their hand in saving the life of Sgt.
Fred Arnold when Sgt. Arnold
suffered a heart attack from behind
the wheel of his patrol car. Ptl.
DeAngelo was presented with the
“Mayor’s Award” for his efforts.
Congratulations!

DID YOU KNOW
In 2014 Italian has been rated as the 4th most studied language in the world,
following English, French, and Spanish. The unexpected victory over growing
economic powers such as China or Russia will certainly give a new boost to
public and private efforts to promote the study of Italian both at home and
abroad.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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AUGURI

Auguri comes from the verb augurare which means ‘to wish’.
Auguri literally means ‘well wishes’ and can be used: - to say happy birthday,
in fact the song ‘happy birthday to you’ in Italian is tanti auguri a te! - as an
equivalent of ‘congratulations’, for successes in life such as new job, baby,
house, anniversary - during general celebrations e.g. Christmas, New Year,
Mothers’ Day, Easter. It is possible a fuller expression may be used such as:
Auguri di Buon Natale or Auguri di Buona Pasqua - to offer best wishes, in
advance of something difficult, when you may say ‘good luck’ - to wish
someone ‘all the best’ Auguri is a plural noun, and will often be accompanied
by tanti, to mean ‘many well wishes’. Fare gli auguri means ‘to shout good
wishes’ / ‘to cheer’ / ‘to congratulate’ and a biglietto di auguri is a ‘greeting
card’.
Alesha Allen
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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ITALIAN AMERICAN HERO LOUIS ZAMPERINI
Louis Zamperini, the Olympic runner and World War II officer who
survived a horrific plane crash, a seven-week journey across the Pacific in a raft, near starvation and unspeakable torture in Japanese
POW camps, died this past July at age 97 from pneumonia.
Zamperini's tale is one of those that would be dismissed as fiction
if it weren't true.
A wild child who grew up in Torrance, California, he was tamed by a
love for running and an unquenchable competitiveness. At 19, he ran
the 5,000 meters at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin despite mere weeks of
training at that distance. He missed a medal but, in his determination
to catch the leaders, ran his last lap in an astonishing 56 seconds.
With the 1940 Olympics canceled due to the outbreak of World War
II, he enlisted in the Army Air Corps prior to Pearl Harbor and eventually became a bombardier on the sometimes unwieldy B-24 Liberator,
nicknamed the "Flying Brick." In late May of 1943, he and a crew took off on a search mission for a
fallen pilot. Somewhere over the open Pacific, the plane failed and crashed into the ocean.
Zamperini and two colleagues survived, but their troubles were just beginning.
He and the other crew members had to survive 47 days on a raft, in scorching sunlight and often
without drinking water. They collected rain when it fell and killed albatrosses who alit on the raft.
Sharks constantly circled beneath them. One person died on the journey.
When Zamperini and his buddy, pilot Russell Allen "Phil" Phillips, finally washed ashore on a
Pacific island, they found they had drifted 2,000 miles -- only to be taken in as prisoners of war by
the Japanese.
Life only got harder. The men were fed poorly and feared being killed by their captors. Zamperini was singled out for abuse by one camp sergeant, nicknamed "the Bird," who beat him regularly
in psychotic fury.
Zamperini was declared dead by the U.S. military.
Yet he endured.
As documented in an upcoming film "Unbroken," after the war, Zamperini struggled to adjust.
He drank heavily. He had trouble sleeping. He wanted revenge on the Bird. But, thanks to a newfound faith -- inspired by visits to Billy Graham's Los Angeles Crusade in 1949 -- and an unshakable spirit, he overcame his troubles and became an inspirational speaker.
He established a camp for troubled youths called Victory Boys Camp. His wife, Cynthia, was a
cornerstone of his life. They were married for more than 50 years, until her death in 2001.
He also forgave his wartime tormenters, some of them in person during a 1950 visit to a Tokyo
prison where they were serving sentences for war crimes. He was willing to forgive the Bird, Mutsuhiro Watanabe, though Watanabe refused to meet with Zamperini when he had the chance, in
1998, when Zamperini returned to Japan to carry the torch at the Nagano Winter Games.
Scott Blackmun, CEO of the U.S. Olympic Committee, issued a statement offering condolences
to the family and saying, "We're proud to say that among his many accomplishments and triumphs,
Mr. Zamperini was an Olympian. His fighting spirit was a true representation of Team USA and our
country, both in Berlin and throughout his life. His presence will be missed."
Jolie's movie is scheduled to be released Christmas Day.
"It will be hard to make a film worthy of this great man," she told the Hollywood Reporter in 2013. "I
am deeply honored to have the chance and will do all I can to bring Louie's inspiring story to life."
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Great Italian American Series
Italian Americans in Law Enforcement
It seemed appropriate with our new Joe Petrosino Movie Night event planned for this November, in
addition to the news this past June solving his murder (see pages 8 ~ 9) that it would be a great time to
recognize several significant Italian Americans who have clearly left their mark on our profession.

Charles Joseph Bonaparte, member of Theodore Roosevelt's Cabinet and
founder of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

Joseph Arpaio (born 1932 in Springfield, Massachusetts) is a law enforcement officer, most notably as the Sheriff of Maricopa County, Arizona.
Arpaio was the child of immigrants from Naples, Italy.

Joseph D. Pistone, undercover FBI agent who went undercover as Donnie
Brasco and infiltrated the Bonanno crime family.

Louis Freeh (born 1950 in Jersey City, New Jersey), Director of the
U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) from 1993 to 2001.

Francis Lazarro "Frank" Rizzo, Sr. was an American police officer and politician. He served two terms as mayor of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from
January 1972 to January 1980; he was Police Commissioner for four years
prior to that.
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ITALIAN AMERICAN POLICE SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY
2014 Columbus Day Parade Briefing Memo
2014 IAPSNJ Columbus Day Parade Queen Miss Alexandra Iemmello,
Randolph, NJ
2014 IAPSNJ Parade Grand Marshal Chief William Straniero, Mercer
County Prosecutor’s Office
Saturday, October 11th ~ Jersey City Columbus Day Parade
Marchers and police vehicles should assemble in the parking lot of
Dickinson High School, 2 Palisades Ave, Jersey City at 12:00 pm.
Marchers should be in department uniform or business attire to march.
Sunday, October 12th ~ Morris County Columbus Day Parade
Marchers and police vehicles should assemble at the East Hanover Fire
Department at Ridgedale Ave. & De Forest St. at 1:30PM. Marchers
should be in department uniform or business attire to march.
Monday, October 13th ~ NYC Columbus Day Parade
Marchers and police vehicles should meet at the Port Authority Police
Administration Bldg at 500 Boulevard East, Weehawken, NJ at 8:30am
in department uniform or business attire. Breakfast will be served and
personal cars can be parked at the PAPD until we return. We will be
joining the NYPD Columbia Assn for lunch afterwards in NYC.
Family members are more than welcome to march with us dressed in
smart attire. No sweats or jeans please as the parade is shown live in
WNBC Channel 4 NYC
Any department able to bring vehicles or motorcycles please contact
William Schievella via e mail wschievella@gmail.com prior to coming.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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ANTHONY “ESPO”ESPOSITO

Something to think about...THREE MYSTERIES - EXERCISE YOUR MIND!!!
MYSTERY ONE
A man was found murdered Sunday morning. His wife immediately called the police.
The police questioned the wife and staff and got these answers:
The wife said she was sleeping.
The cook was preparing breakfast.
The gardener was gathering vegetables.
The maid was getting the mail.
The butler was polishing shoes in the pantry.
The police instantly arrested the murderer.
Who did it and how did they know?
MYSTERY TWO
A man walks into his bathroom and shoots himself right between the eyes using a real gun with
real bullets. He walks out alive, with no blood
anywhere and no, he didn't miss and he wasn't Superman or any other crusader wearing a cape.
How did he do this?
MYSTERY THREE
Poor Mr. Teddy was found dead in his study by Mr. Fiend.
Mr. Fiend recounted his dismal discovery to the police:
"I was walking by Mr. Teddy's house when I thought I would just pop in for a visit.
I noticed his study light was on and I decided to peek in from
the outside to see if he was in there. There was frost on the window, so I had to wipe
it away to see inside.
That is when I saw his body. So I kicked in the front door to
confirm my suspicions of foul play. I called the police immediately afterward."
The officer immediately arrested Mr. Fiend for the murder of Mr. Teddy.
How did he know Mr. Fiend was lying?
Try to figure these questions before looking at the answers
below.
ANSWERS:
1. It was the Maid. She said she was getting the mail but there
is no mail delivery on Sunday.
2. He shot his reflection in the bathroom mirror.
3. Frost forms inside of the window, not the outside. So Mr.
Fiend could not have wiped it off to discover Mr. Teddy's body.
====================================================
Did you get them right? Be honest
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Parsippany P.D. Promotes Sergeants

Congratulations to Italian American Police Society of New Jersey members
Joseph Puso and Matthew LaManna on their promotion to Sergeant in the
Parsippany Troy Hills Police Department. We would also like to congratulate
Ronald Carrozzino and the other newly promoted sergeants as well as Italian
American Police Society of New Jersey Member Chief Paul Phillips on these
outstanding selections. Best wishes on continued success!
Some believe that Limoncello was perhaps born in the early 1900’s when Lady Maria
Antonia Farace grew lemons and oranges to produce this liquor to serve her guests at her
small boarding house in Capri. Her “nipote” opened a bar after World War II that specialized
in his nonna’s old limoncello recipe.
In 1988, his son Massimo Canale opened a small handmade production of limoncello,
patenting the very first trademark “Limoncello”. Thus, Capresi believe the paternity to be
rightfully theirs.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Just for Laughs
A married couple went to the hospital
to have their baby delivered. Upon their
arrival, the doctor said he had invented a
new machine that would transfer a portion
of the mother's labor pain to the father. He asked if they were
willing to try it out. They were both very much in favor of it. The
doctor set the pain transfer to 10% for starters, explaining that
even 10% was probably more pain than the father had ever
experienced before. But as the labor progressed, the husband
felt fine and asked the doctor to go ahead and kick it up a
notch. The doctor then adjusted the machine to 20% pain
transfer. The husband was still feeling fine. The doctor checked
the husband's blood pressure and was amazed at how well he
was doing. At this point they decided to try for 50%. The
husband continued to feel quite well. Since the pain transfer
was obviously helping out the wife considerably, the husband
encouraged the doctor to transfer ALL the pain to him. The wife
delivered a healthy baby with virtually no pain. She and her
husband were ecstatic. When they got home, the mailman was
dead on the porch.
Courtesy of: Anthony “Espo” Esposito

FERRAGOSTO, AN ANCIENT TRADITION

The 15th of August is Ferragosto, one of
Italy’s most important and most cherished
holidays. The Ferragosto is derived from the
Latin expression "Feriae Augusti" which is a
celebration introduced by the emperor
Augustus in 18 BC. The Catholic Church
commemorates the “Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary“.
A day of faith, rest and joy!
BUON FERRAGOSTO A TUTTI!

Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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Michele (nee-Puca) Feula
wife of West Orange Deputy Chief

Matthew Feula
passed away on Friday, July 4th, 2014 at
Saint Barnabas Medical Center in
Livingston following a courageous 7 1/2 year
battle with cancer. She was 45.
Our sincere condolences to
Deputy Chief Feula, the Feula family and
friends.
We’re saddened to announce the passing
of

Maryann Altobelli
mother in law of Executive Board Member

Nick Incanella
And his wife Linda
Mrs. Altobelli, 81, of Manchester, N.J., died
on Sunday, July 20, 2014, at her home.

Concetta Catania, 79
Mother of Ret. Passaic County Sheriff’s Sgt.

Marco Catania
passed away on August 11, 2014 in St.
Joseph's Hospital in Paterson, NJ. Mrs.
Catania was born in Comiso, Italy.
Our condolences to Marco and the Catania
family on their loss.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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MEMBER NEWS
RETIREMENT
CONGRATULATIONS
Hoboken Police Chief and Long time IAPSNJ
member and friend
Anthony Falco
Following 43 years of service to this
Community.
We at the IAPSNJ wish you the best of health,
luck and success in all your future
endeavors.

CONGRATULATIONS
Newark’s New Chief of Police

Anthony Campos
Long time IAPSNJ member and friend.
Proud of you Anthony!
Wishing you great success in your new
position.

Congratulations
Philip Zacche
on being selected as the Chief of the Jersey
City Police Department by Mayor Steve Fulop.
The Italian American Police Society of New
Jersey wishes this Italian American law
enforcement executive well in his new
position.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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MEMBER NEWS
Morris County Prosecutor’s Office Sergeant

Charles Brady
On his Promotion to Lieutenant on July 1st.
He will command the General Investigation Unit.
Congratulations Charlie and as always
we wish you the best of luck and success in
your new position.

The Italian American Police Society of New
Jersey would like to congratulate member

Thomas Panzarino
of the Passaic County Sheriff's Department on
being promoted to Sergeant by Sheriff Richard
Berdnik. Best wishes to Sergeant Panzarino and
his family on continued success
CONGRATULATIONS TO
JOSEPH CORIO
On his promotion this
past June 2nd
to Sergeant with the
Bloomfield
Police Department
We at the IAPSNJ are
proud of Joe’s
accomplishments and
wish him the best of
luck and success in his
new position.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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On June 14th members of the
Italian American Police Society
of New Jersey attended the
Feast of Saint Anthony on Arthur
Avenue in the Bronx Little Italy.
The group enjoyed this old time
traditional feast where the Giglio
is carried around by members of
the members of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Catholic Church.
Afterwards we enjoyed dinner at
a favorite restaurant, Dominicks.

PROMOTION
CONGRATULATIONS
to
East Hanover Lieutenant

John M. Fox Jr.
who was sworn in on
July 1, 2015
Proud of you John! Wishing
you continued success in your
new position.

The Italian American Police Society of
New Jersey would like to congratulate
one of its members
Jersey City Police Officer

Dorothy Matarazzo
on her retirement after many years of
decorated service to the citizens of
Jersey City! Best wishes Dorothy.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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IAPSNJ F AMILY GOLD COURTESY CARDS
A VA I L A B L E O N O U R
WEB SITE
Either, or both,
cards can be
purchased
directly from
our web site at
a very
reasonable price.
Check it out!
Go to the ‘site
map’ and look
for Gold
Courtesy Cards
to order and to
find frequently
asked
questions.

CONDOLENCES
To
The Sommo Family and friends on the loss of

Frank A. Sommo, Jr. ~ 63
who passed away on April 28, 2014
from a heart attack.

Rest in Peace
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org

Lucky/Unlucky Numbers
I always thought my greatgrandfather was kidding when
he used to say number 13 was
lucky. Apparently he was serious as the Italian concept of
lucky and unlucky numbers is
different from other parts of
the world. Some older Italian
Americans still hold the belief
of lucky 13, especially when
gambling, but it seems that in
Italy the number 13 has
started to have unlucky
properties as well. The
number 17 is considered
unlucky for at least two
reasons, both having to do
with how it is written. When 17
is written using Roman
numerals XVII, it can be
rearranged to spell the Roman
word VIXI meaning "I have
lived" and was found on
ancient tombstones. When
written using Arabic numerals
17 are still considered unlucky
since it resembles a man
hanging from a gallows.

Remember
to check
this
magazine
out in full
color with
active links
on line
at
www.
iapsnj.org
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MEMBER NEWS
The Italian American Police Society of New
Jersey would like to congratulate

Jerry Speziale
on being selected as the
Police Director for the
Paterson Police Department.
We welcome him back to NJ and wish him
well in his new position.
Mayor de Blasio appointed former NYPD chief of
Department Joseph Esposito as head of the
city's Office of Emergency on July 2nd.
Esposito retired from the NYPD last year after
four decades with the police department when
he reached the mandatory retirement age of 63.
His main role will be prepping the city for all
types of emergencies - from terror attacks to
natural disasters - and coordinating efforts with
the NYPD.
Good luck and success to our old friend

Chief Joseph Esposito
Congratulations to IAPSNJ member
and Woodbridge Police Officer

Philip Agosta
on being recognized by Woodbridge
Mayor John McCormac and the Twp.
Council for outstanding police service
this evening at the July Township
Council Meeting.
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
S.A. Anthony DiPaolo CSX Railroad Police
Ptl. Timothy Hart Elizabeth PD
Sr. Parole Officer Tracy Fabal NJ State Parole
Sr. C.O. Kenneth Luongo NJ DOC SID
Ptl. Christopher Cavallo Newark PD
Ptl. Charles G. Trucillo Aberdeen P.D.
Lt. Jay White Jersey city P.D.
Off. Frank Ferrara Jersey City P.D. (Ret.)
Associate Members
Joseph Chiusolo
President of Turn Out Uniform Inc.
Regina Oliverira
Sal DePrisco Sensible Techincal Solutions

MEMBER NEWS
Union Police Officer and IAPSNJ Member

Dave Cuozzo
who lives in Madison with his family, suffered a
rare viral infection this past December which
has left Dave paralyzed from the neck down.
A fundraiser for Officer Cuozzo was held on
September 6th in Union. Members of our
organization were in attendance and the IAPSNJ
made a presentation for a $1000 donation at the
event. .
We wish Dave and his family the best during
this very difficult time.
For more information on a donation call (908 601-3944 or (908) 851-5089
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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It's 200 years old, but what is Italy's carabinieri?
By Dany MitzmanBologna
This year Italy's carabinieri is 200 years old - it's older than the country itself. But why does Italy
have two police forces and what is so special about this one?
I've always been puzzled by the fact that Italy has two police forces, although Italians don't seem
to find it strange at all.
If you ask "why two?" they'll tell you, by way of unsatisfactory explanation, the polizia are the regular state police while the carabinieri are part of the army.
The real reason is a quirk of history.
The carabinieri are actually older than Italy itself. Their force was founded by Victor Emanuel I,
Duke of Savoy and King of Sardinia almost half a century before modern Italy came into existence.
Their name comes from the carabina, the rifle they traditionally carried.
Among the famous people they've arrested over the past two centuries, they can even boast one of
Italy's founding fathers, Giuseppe Garibaldi - twice.
When Italy was unified, the royal corps of carabinieri remained a nationwide military presence
performing law enforcement duties so, in many ways, functioning as a duplicate police force.
In fact, you're just as likely to hear an Italian threaten to call the carabinieri as the polizia.
For one you dial 112, for the other 113 - but most Italians I've challenged don't know which is
which, even though it says 112 on the side of the carabinieri's cars.
And just like the police, they're loved and loathed: hailed for acts of courage, condemned for excessive violence.
But the one thing they're best known for is being the national butt of politically incorrect jokes:
where the English feature an Irishman, the Italians have a carabiniere.
Regularly lampooned in films and on TV, their archive of historical regulations doesn't help shake
the comic image.
For example, their strict moustache, beard and sideburn protocol went from none, to some, to "a
facial bush is fine as long as it's trimmed".
At a certain point, there was one directive allowing only the highest ranks to sport moustaches,
and another banning them altogether. Some might call that "carabinieri logic".
Joking aside, it's historically been a lonely career for two reasons: carabinieri weren't allowed to
serve in their home region and were subject to very restrictive rules regarding marriage.
Even today, echoes of those old regulations still exist. They can't return to work in their region of
origin until they've served for at least eight years.
That's why on long-distance train routes you'll so often find yourself sharing a carriage with a
young, off-duty carabiniere going home or returning from leave.
In the sleepy satellite town of Pianoro near Bologna, my local carabinieri are a friendly bunch.
One of them, who prefers not to be named, talks enthusiastically about the job.
He always wanted to be a carabiniere and points proudly at the little stars on his collar: "The police
don't have these because they're a civil service. We're a military corps. We have a very different kind
of training."
I ask him what's different and he explains that it's all in their relationship with the citizens.
"Even in the smallest mountain and rural communities you'll find one of our stations," he boasts.
There are 4,605 of them throughout Italy and he says their role is to be there for the locals.
"They rely on us. When there's an earthquake, a flood or any kind of disaster, we're the ones who
provide immediate support," he says.
~CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE~
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Safety Equipment Program
One of the many charitable ventures of the Italian American
Police Society of New Jersey, in conjunction with our New Jersey Police Officers Foundation fund raising campaign, is
our Safety Equipment give-a-way.
This is a presentation of a package of police safety / life saving equipment valued at $800.00* to active members of our organization who are full time police officers.
Effective Feb. 1, 2014 to be eligible for this give-a-way program, you must be an active up-to-date dues paying member.
For members with delinquent dues, you must bring your dues
current, paying for the lapsed time period of up to five years.
We will select 10 winners per year. All that is needed for any
active member in good standing, who meets the criteria, is for
that member to fill out the entry form below. Then an entry is selected randomly, once a month for presentation to the winner at the general membership meeting. Attendance at the meeting is required in order to
receive your package. If you have been selected to receive a package you will be notified by email and
asked to confirm your attendance. If you cannot attend the meeting your name will be returned to the data
base for a chance at a future drawing. Any questions, please contact Program Chairman, John Sisto
at JSisto@iapsnj.org.
*”This package contains at least $800.00 worth of police related merchandise if purchased separately.”
Over the last several years since the start of this important program we were honored to have given out
over 60 ballistic vests to police officers who were not provided one by their respective departments. We are
happy to say that most officers are now provided vest by their departments. We have therefore changed
our program to provide these Equipment Packages from this point on.
Please Fill out the Entry Form which can be found on our website.
Good Luck and Stay Safe!

I know from his accent that he's not from the north. I tell him I've never met a carabiniere who
wasn't from the south.
He nods. "It's true, most of us are. I'd say about 70% of the entire force. Not just the south, four
regions in particular: Sicily, Campania, Calabria and Puglia. At this station, all of us but one are
from Campania."
He says it's no coincidence that so many carabinieri come from precisely the same four regions
as Italy's four major mafia organisations.
"There are two reasons why you become a carabiniere", he tells me, "the main one is a sense of
justice and 'rivalsa' (retaliation or payback)."
When you grow up in that environment, he explains, you have to choose sides. "Becoming a
carabiniere is like making a statement to say 'I choose legality'."
Carabinieri officers flank Ndrangheta crime syndicate boss, Pasquale Condello, during his arrest in 2008
The second reason is simply that it's a profession which gives you job security.
The hardest thing, he admits, is being so far away from your family and your land.
But he says it's worth it: "I've been in the force for 17 years and, yes, I'd like to be transferred
back down one day, but I'm happy here for now."
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Why Professional Courtesy Is the Right Thing to Do
John Puglissi, NYPD 1st VP PBA
Police officers should treat each other with respect and courtesy because we shoulder the same
responsibility and take the same risks. We do and should give each other and family members the
benefit of the doubt. While the media may scream that we treat each other like we’re above the law, I
believe we have a valid reason to treat each other differently from non-law enforcement personnel.
Mutual courtesy is a concept in law enforcement because no matter how you slice it, police officers
are different from the rest of society. Whether you patrol the quiet streets of Mayberry or the sidewalks of New York, it takes only one call, one job, to make you a line-of-duty casualty.
We’re also different because we are empowered to use deadly physical force when necessary
and we also deprive people of their personal freedom — the most cherished right of all Americans.
We run towards danger while others run away. We share a brotherhood of blood because so much
of it has been and has yet to be spilled in the performance of our duties on behalf of millions of
strangers. That makes police officers different from ordinary citizens, who don’t assume those same
risks. So that’s why we must respect each other and extend professional courtesy whenever possible. That also includes respecting PBA cards or other law enforcement-issued union cards. The card
is a symbol of professional courtesy that our members want bestowed upon the recipient of that
card. The bottom line: Do not write over a PBA card.
In the context of professional courtesy, I can’t help but think of Detectives Rodney Andrews and
James Nemorin, the first two officers killed — executed, really — in the line of duty since September
11, 2001. Would any New Yorker or American argue that the job they did every day — buy from and
bust gun dealers — doesn’t make them different from the rest of the population. They did a job no
one else can or wants to do because of the inherent dangers.
All police officers from every jurisdiction, big and small, sophisticated and simple, deserve courtesy and respect for placing their lives on the line every day. Every law enforcement family lives with
the very real possibility that their father or mother, son or daughter might not come home one day.
They bear the burden of the job stresses that their loved one brings home. They deserve a break,
too. We’ve all heard it before: You can’t break the law to enforce the law. True enough, but you can
give a break to the law enforcement officer who may be the next line-of-duty death if it causes no
harm to anyone else. They've earned it!
Professional Courtesy: A Two- Way Street
As police officers we take risks in defending and protecting society that others don’t. We have
earned the right to treat our fellow police officers courteously if it causes no harm to anyone else.
We also have the right to use discretion, which means that we do not write over PBA cards!
That said, courtesy and respect has to be a two-way street. While most police officers want to extend professional courtesy to other law enforcement officers, family members and friends, sometimes violators make it very difficult to treat them with respect and courtesy when they don’t show
any themselves. The bottom line here is that the on-duty uniformed officer is in charge. And courtesy cuts both ways. How can you expect a courtesy if you are being nasty or rude to the officer who
stopped you? You can’t get respect if you don’t show respect. Let’s not forget that the officer who
made the stop has more at stake than the person stopped because he or she is a public figure of authority when making the stop.
We must take the time to remind our family and friends that having a card doesn’t give them the
right to commit a violation, especially in the presence of a police officer. We must also explain that
car stops are among the most dangerous circumstances of police work and that, therefore, the police officer who is stopping you must be in charge. He or she is doing an important and dangerous
job as a public and visible authority that we must treat with respect — particularly in front of civilians.
Remember, all we have out there to count on is each other. We must stick together.
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Join the Associazione Nazionale
Carabinieri Sezione di New York
in honoring our own Executive
Director Vincent Nardone on
Sunday, November 16, 2014 at
Maestro's Caterers in the Bronx.
Congratulations to Vincent for
being honored along side of
President Michael Paladino and
Vice President Paul Digiacomo of
the NYPD Detectives Endowment
Association.

To
IAPSNJ Executive Secretary and
Magazine Editor

Patrick Minutillo
on the passing of his mother

Anna E. Minutillo, 89
on August 24, 2014
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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8 F ACEBOOK PRIVACY TIPS EVERY CO P SHOULD KNOW ABOUT
BY: LAURI STEVENS
The more Facebook knows about you, the more valuable it is, so they don’t do much to make it easy to
manage and protect your privacy — so, we offer the following simple steps you can take.
.
Here are eight simple settings and behaviors to keep yourselves, your families, and your colleagues safe on
the world’s largest social network — they get increasingly important as you work through them.
You’ll find most of these settings within the pull-down menu in the upper right corner of your profile. Others
are found on your Timeline. I’ve indicated the path for each as appropriate.
These are the simplest things you can do — and should do.
1.) Don’t allow followers. If someone sends you a friend request, even if you don’t accept it, they will be subscribed to your public posts. This isn’t a huge issue if you’re very careful about selecting the audience for
each post. The best recommendation is to keep your default audience setting as small as possible — “friends
only” — and then selectively change it to be a bigger audience for appropriate posts. When you write an update, there’s an audience selector available every time.
Path: Upper right pull-down menu / Settings / Followers / Who Can Follow Me / Friend
2.) Logout. Facebook can track your web activity if you stay logged on. If Facebook can do something to
learn more about its users, it’s a pretty safe bet it will. Log out after every use.
Path: Upper right pull-down menu / Logout
3.) Review past posts on timeline and limit the audience. Especially if you’ve been on Facebook since prior to
when the network introduced it’s Timeline feature, it’s a good idea to review posts going back a while and to
press the magic button that suppresses old posts.
Apparently, some of those posts you made prior to Timeline may have been published to larger audiences
than when you first created them.
Reviewing past posts is a manual process. Just look through your entire timeline.
Path: Upper right pull-down menu / Privacy / Who can see my stuff? / Limit the audience…. / Click “Limit Old
Posts”.
4.) Manage active sessions and use login notifications. If you access Facebook from several locations,
there’s a good chance some of them are still active which could potentially give someone with the
knowhowaccess your profile.
5.) Remove unwanted apps. Check periodically to see that there aren’t some rogue apps installed on your
Facebook profile that could be causing problems, or at least not contributing anything good. Click the little X
to remove them.
Path: Upper right pull-down menu / Settings / Apps / Click X next to app you want to delete
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6.) Review tags people post of you and manage tag notifications. You can’t prevent people from tagging you.
They can tag you in their own original post and they can tag things you post. Carefully review the entire tagging section. Read each very carefully because it can be confusing.
Switch on the feature to review all tags of you and then check your activity log often to carefully manage what
you allow to be on your timeline. You have the options of hiding posts and/or removing the tag after it’s been
placed.
Path: Upper right pull-down menu / Settings / Timeline and Tagging / Who can add things… / Review posts
friends tag you in…. AND ALSO Timeline and Tagging / How can I manage tags people add…. / Review tags
people add to….
Note: On this page, under “Who can see things…..” with the first time “Review what other people see…” is
what you select to actually review the tags you’ve now set up to review.
7.) Remove your Facebook profile from public search engines. In search engine like Google and Bing, when
someone searches your name, your Facebook Profile is usually one of the top results.
If you’d prefer to not be found so easily you can prevent your timeline from being found by these search engines. However, when logged in to Facebook your Timeline will still be found with the Bing search engine unless you also implement setting #8 below.
Path: Upper right pull-down menu / Settings / Privacy / Who can look me up? / Third item
8.) Turn off instant personalization. This is one of those experience enhancing features Facebook touts.
There are a dozen or so companies with which Facebook shares your data so your web experience can be
more personalized. The translation is that those dozen or so companies are getting your data.
One of them is Bing, so the search engine works within Facebook. If you’d like to use this feature, the alternative is to leave it on and selectively block applications in the blocking section.
Path: Upper right pull-down menu / Settings / Apps (scroll down) / Instant personalization / Uncheck the box

TO OUR VERY GOOD FRIEND
AND FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE NYPD COLUMBIA ASSOCIATION

FROM THE IAPSNJ
WISHING YOU A SPEEDY RECOVERY
Visit us at http://www.iapsnj.org
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A Continuing Series of Legal Articles Relevant to the Police Community
Meant to “Protect and Serve” our Law Enforcement Friends
The Garrity Rule:
By:

The Bullet Proof Vest to a Police Officer’s Career and Liberty
Robert A. Bianchi, Esq. (Morris County Prosecutor, 2007-2013)
David J. Bruno, Esq., Partner
Brielle M. Perelli, Esq., Associate Attorney

The work of a law enforcement officer is hard and wrought with potential perils that are obvious to all that know the commendable work that they do.
It is also wrought with daunting employment issues, legal liability issues, and very complex situations that could easily end a
police officer’s career, or worst yet, make them subject to administrative discipline or even criminal prosecution.
As a Certified Criminal Trial Attorney, former Morris County Prosecutor, former Hudson County Assistant Prosecutor and years of
service in the private practice handling police matters, I have come to know many situations where an officer lost his career, was
prosecuted and/or went to jail all because of situations where an officer was unaware of his rights and how to properly navigate
his/her way through the criminal justice system.
As Prosecutor, I was honored to be recognized for my expertise in police practice cases. Due to my experience and
knowledge, I was appointed to the Attorney General’s panel to review the Attorney General Guidelines, which ultimately redrafted
and updated the Attorney General’s Internal Affairs Policy & Procedures in 2011.
After forming The Bianchi Law Group, LLC in 2013, I partnered with former Assistant Prosecutor, Dave Bruno, Esq., who served
in the Morris County Professional Standards Unit at the Prosecutor’s Office. In this position, Mr. Bruno was responsible for investigating allegations of officer misconduct.
It is clear from both of our past experiences, we have made many contacts in the law enforcement community as a whole, including former and current clients who are police officers in need of our services. Since our firm is knowledgeable in the area of
criminal prosecution and police practices, we have enjoyed great success in navigating a police officer away from some rather serious matters.
One of the most basic and important issues that often get police officers into trouble – and lawyers for that matter – is The Garrity Rule. Accordingly, the Garrity Rule is vital for every police officer to be familiar with. For police officers, you should know this
rule with the same zeal as when required to read a suspect their 5th Amendment Right.
So, what is the Garrity Rule? To start, you must remember a few points:
Official misconduct is very easy charge for the prosecution to prove, and there is mandatory state prison time with a conviction
for this offense;
Every officer has a 5th Amendment Right not to incriminate themselves;
Every officer has an obligation to participate in an interview in an administrative matter; and It is a civil rights violation under NJ
state and federal law to penalize someone for exercising a constitutional right, in this case your 5th Amendment Right to remain
silent.
In short, here is the issue. Many times, if not most times, an “administrative matter” implicates the possible crime of official misconduct. Accordingly, in most cases, the officer should invoke his right to remain silent at the administrative hearing in order to
protect himself from making statements that could be used against him in a criminal proceeding.
However, as a policy decision, police agencies have the ability to administratively investigate officers as soon as is possible.
Thus, what results is competing interests between an officer’s rights to remain silent and their agency’s desire to investigate the
matter by way of conducting an administrative interview of that officer.that him in a later criminal prosecution regarding the same
conduct.
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In a perfect world this works. However, the world is not perfect and we continuously deal with scenarios where officers are being
pressured to give statements in violation of their Garrity protections. Worse yet, we have represented clients whose previous attorneys allowed him/her to waive his rights and, after the interview, the statement is used in a criminal prosecution. At that point, we
are in damage control.
Importantly, many criminal cases cannot be proven without the officer’s statement. Accordingly, it is imperative – in my opinion
– that an officer receive Garrity immunity at most administrative interviews to ensure that the officer does not provide the very evidence that ultimately allows for criminal charges and conviction of a crime.
Another common prosecutorial and police practice procedure is to require the officer to forfeit his job, pension or other benefits,
in exchange for no charges to be prosecuted or to be prosecuted on lesser charges other than official misconduct. In these instances, if the officer’s statement that was not afforded Garrity immunity provided the very evidence for criminal prosecution, the
officer is in an impossible position: either take the loss of his or her career (for not providing a statement at the administrative hearing) or be prosecuted under the harsh official misconduct statute. It is hardly a fair fight when under this pressure.
To further complicate the information provided above, case law exists on the interplay of when Garrity use immunity is not offered by the county prosecutor before an administrative hearing and whether an officer’s unprotected and “compelled” statements
can be used against him in a criminal proceeding without such immunity. However, at that juncture, the officer would still be subjected to criminal prosecution and would be required to file a motion with the Court to suppress the statement as having been unlawfully compelled.
Thus, knowing your constitutional rights and the Garrity Rule could save your career, as well as avoid the possibility of a criminal conviction, because you were aware of the implications of offering an unprotected statement which could be the very evidence
that is later used against you in a criminal prosecution!
*Please note that this article and the information contained is for educational purposes only. Each case is dependent on a highly fact sensitive analysis by the attorney, as no two cases are alike. This area of law can be nuanced, fact sensitive, and requires
the skill and knowledge of a trained competent attorney to properly navigate an officer through the administrative process to
properly protect him or her from the various consequences that can result.
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The Bianchi Law Group, LLC is a full-service litigation law firm
practicing in the areas of criminal defense, personal injury and
business litigation. The firm is led byRobert A. Bianchi, Esq., the
former Morris County Prosecutor, one of only 250 Certified
Criminal Trial Attorneys in New Jersey, as designated by the New
Jersey Supreme Court, and the only former County Prosecutor
among this elite group. Bob is joined by David Bruno, Esq., a
former Assistant County Prosecutor and Certified Criminal Trial
Attorney, and Brielle Perelli, Esq.
We work intimately with police groups and many state, federal and municipal public servants, matrimonial attorneys,
mental health providers, the business community to assist them with their legal matters and provide customized training
in their respective disciplines. Our extensive network of contacts and relationships in these fields, as well as many
others, is invaluable in assisting our clients in achieving the results they desire in their cases.
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